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His award-winning cooking show, “Yan Can Cook,” is one of
the world's most-watched cooking shows, airing in more than
50 countries. Chef Yan also is now a highly respected food
consultant and a renowned culinary instructor, traveling
extensively around the world as a speaker on cooking
technigues and food trends. In addition, he is the author of 26
best-selling cookbooks and a frequent contributor to a wide
variety of food publications.

However, Yan's success has not come without obstacles. In
addition to the hardships that he faced growing up as a poor
boy in Communist China and surviving on his own at a young
age, he also faced a language barrier when he came to North
America. ‘| started learning English at 17,” says Yan. “And
when the camera rolled, | got excited and the real accent
became more pronounced. |'ve worked hard on language skill
and it's much, much better now. Well, my two kids frequently
corrects my English.” :

“When | receive calls for help, I'm reminded how fortunate | am
and about the need to be charitable,” says Chef Yan. “l have a
great job and a great life.”

Yan is a popular role model for aspiring chefs, and also an
inspiration for the rest of us. “If Yan can cook, so can you,” he
says. “Food brings family and people together. It's the bridge
that connect different cultures, leading to a more tolerant and
harmonious world.

“But even if Yan can’t cook,” Chef Yan adds, smiling, “you still
can do it if you're passionate enough about it. | encourage you
to pursue your loves, dreams and passions, because success
won't be measured by the fortune we accumulate or the fame
we acquire. It's what we do with passion, with purpose, that
counts!” — Mai Bui & Jennifer Wolfe



